
At Poplar Farm School 



What is Phonics?

• Words are made up of sounds called 
phonemes. 

• We teach children the different ways of 
writing each sound.

• Phonics teaches children to be able to listen 
carefully and identify the phonemes that 
make up each word. 

• They blend the phonemes to read the 
word.

• They segment the phonemes to spell 
words.



•At Poplar Farm, we teach Phonics following Read Write Inc.

•Read, Write, Inc. is a phonics program which helps all children learn to read 

fluently and at speed so they can focus on developing their skills in 

comprehension, vocabulary and spelling.

•We teach phonics daily in EYFS and Year 1. Children in EYFS have spent the last 3 

weeks engaging in speed sound lessons, and are learning the single letter sounds 

(20 minutes). As children learn to blend sounds together, lessons will also include 

a 20 minute guided reading session after they have been taught the sound of the 

day.

How do we teach phonics at Poplar Farm 

School?



Language Development

Spanish
24 speech sounds

26 letters to make up those sounds

29 graphemes

English
speech sounds

letters to make up those 
sounds

graphemes (combination 
of letters that make one sound)

Watch  the video below: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q&t=
40s

44

26

150+

eg. 9 different ways to write ‘or’  !!!
Children are taught sounds in sets. 

Only when they are secure do they 

move onto the next set.

Set 1 sounds are mostly single 

letter sounds and set 2/3 are 

special friends.

Listen for ‘bouncy’ and ‘stretchy’ 

sounds.

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=0


What does a phonics lesson look like?

- Children are taught a new 
sound each day.

- We always recap 
previously taught sounds, 
so that they can remember 
them.

- Each sound is linked to a 
picture to help them 
remember the sound, and a 
phrase to support them to 
write the letter correctly.



In EYFS, Children spend time listening out for initial sounds in 

words. Children are shown picture cards, which all start with 

the sound of the day. 

INITIAL SOUNDS!



THE SPEED SOUNDS

Special 
friends...2 or 
more letters 
that make 1 

sound



Each special friend sound is linked to a rhyme and a picture to help the children 

remember them, and to support them in making spelling choices.

ur – nurse with a purse

er – better letter

ir – whirl and twirl

They will begin to spot these letters in words and recognise which sound they make. 

When writing they may experiment with which sound best fits, telling the children the 

rhyme that goes with the sound helps them to spell a word correctly (sound chart). 

‘Special Friends’ Sounds





What does a phonics lesson look like in year 

one?

We practice blending sounds together to read words, during Fred talk 

time…

Meet Fred:
Fred can only talk in sounds...

He says “a-n-t” Not ant.
He says “p-ur-se” Not purse.

We call this Fred Talk. We help Fred to blend 
words.
This is why we must drop the ‘uh’ sound!



Learning to blend and segment with the 
sounds we know…

Green words – contain all the sounds we know

*Fred talk – sound it out and blend.
*Fred in your head – read words 
in your head, when they are familiar.

Alien words! – we sound out nonsense words too!



Set 3 sounds 

Only when set 1 
and 2 are 
effortless!

Split 
friends..”where’s 
my friend, he’s 
on the end!”

They are just too 
chatty!



We use sound buttons to 

help us to recognise ‘special 

friend’ sounds before we 

sound out the word and 

blend.

‘Split special friend’ 

sounds

Too chatty to be 

together!



Red words – cannot be sounded out.

‘If it’s red it’s hard to Fred’



Learning to segment with the sounds we 
know…

Fred Fingers for spelling

We say the word, count the sounds on our fingers, and pinch 
the sounds.

Eyes for reading, 
fingers for spelling!

p
ur

se



HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD READ AT 
HOME



Practise pronouncing the sounds…

Remember no ‘uh’ sounds added on 
the end!

READING STORIES AT HOME

READ FAVOURITE STORIES OVER AND OVER AGAIN 

READ SOME STORIES TO THE CHILDREN THAT ARE AT A 
HIGHER LEVEL THAN THEY CAN READ THEMSELVES.

LISTEN TO THEM READING THEIR ‘TAKE HOME’ 
STORYBOOKS – CHILDREN SHOULD READ THESE STORIES, 
CONFIDENTLY, INDEPENDENTLY, AND FLUENTLY.

Have fun with Fred Talk!

“What a tidy r-oo-m!”
“Where’s your c-oa-t?”   
“Time for b-e-d!”



READING AND 
PHONICS IN 
EYFS

PARENT WORKSHOP 2021



TEACHING READING AT 
SCHOOL



HOW DO WE TEACH READING AT POPLAR?

• Read and discuss stories; sharing books across all areas of the 

curriculum.

• We read and re-read stories for rehearsal including well known 

and learnt stories – favourite 5! 

• We look at lots of different genres including comics, information 

books and poetry.  A selection of these books are available in 

our book-corners in the classroom, for the children to access 

independently.

• We support the children with opportunities to apply their 

taught phonics skills within real books including ‘red’ words.

• Play games matching pictures with both letters and words.

• Model reading with expression showing 1:1 correspondence. 

• Immerse children in books and a print rich environment, develop 

a love of books.



READING SCHEME AND HOME 
READING BOOKS

• Children are given books using the book-band colour system.

• Books are sequential with additional learning support. Within 

each band there are a range of texts.

• We discuss the title, front cover illustrations, what can they 

see?  What do they know about it? What do you think it will 

be about?

• When we hear readers at school and children are unsure we 

will read the book to them, then read it with them and then  

give them the change to read it to an adult. 

• We always talk about the book afterwards. What did they 

like? What was it about? 

• Reading books and story books are given twice a week.





HOW TO HELP WITH 
READING AT HOME.



SHARING BOOKS AND SONGS AT HOME

• Reading at home: Reading a familiar book or a new poem, 

rhyme or story. 

• It is okay to still read to them rather than the children 

reading to you – please do!!! 

• Sing songs and rhymes, make up your own and play rhyming 

games.

• Giving the children time to re-read and if they make errors 

giving them time to self-correct.

• Re-reading to enable fluency to improve. 

• Predicting what might happen, making up their own story or 

retelling what happened.

• Talking about the characters, events, settings. 

• Being detectives, finding words / letters they have been 

working on in the familiar book etc.



READING IS EVERYWHERE!!
• Read cereal boxes, newspapers, recipe books, maps, envelopes, 

signposts…show the children that the words they are learning in 

school are everywhere and they can read anything! 

• Celebrate things you can read and how exciting it is including 

birthday cards, post cards, letters, secret notes!

• It is great to read books again and again - knowing a story off by 

heart is a wonderful skill! You can also focus on looking at 

different aspect each time. Use different voices for the 

characters, what do you know about each character, follow a 

character through the book, retell the story, find words 

beginning with……..



HOW TO HELP WITH 
FINE-MOTOR SKILLS



LOOKING AT PENCIL CONTROL!
One of the very first things we do at Poplar Farm is look at how is your child 

holding a pencil, paint brush, spoon etc. (They don’t know we are secretly 

watching!)

This informs us of their current stage of development for dexterity and from 

this we can identify the next steps in your child’s learning.

Palmer grasp – can have 

shoulder or elbow pivot.

Tripod grip

Pronated pencil grasp.

Modified tripod grasp



OPPORTUNITIES TO WRITE IN PLAY
It is important to note here that pencil grip is developmental and your child will 

need to go through these stages but… we can support them through this by 

offering opportunities for them to practice and strengthen their fine-motor 

control.

Opportunities for writing are given 

ALL over the classroom and outside!

Shonette Bason-Wood

inspired Dough Disco



WRITING DEVELOPMENT

When your child is ‘mark-making’ they are staring to write. These 

are the stages of writing development.















The children will have 
books changed on a Friday 
to read over the weekend 
and throughout the week.

Please write and sign when 
your child has read. 4 
reads per week = 1 raffle 
ticket. 

The purpose of home reading 
books is for children to develop 
fluency and comprehension. 
Therefore, they should be able to 
decode 90-95% of the words.

When reading at home you 
should ask questions and 
discuss what you have 
read with them. 







Whole Class Reading

In Year One we also complete 3 
lessons of whole reading.  

This includes:

- Introducing key vocab
- Echo and Choral Reading
- Retrieving 
- Develop comprehension skills
- Predict and Infer
- Sequencing 


